
Faculty of Humanities
Humanities generates solutions for the social, political, environmental 
and economic problems of a rapidly changing and globalising world

Vision of the Faculty 
The Faculty of Humanities at the University of Pretoria is a 
prestigious Humanities Faculty in South Africa that enjoys 
national and international recognition in the core social 
sciences, the arts, languages and applied social sciences. 
In this Faculty, teaching and learning, and research are 
closely connected and are about the transmission and 
production of knowledge as well as the exchange of ideas. 

The Faculty aims to become the premier choice for students 
wishing to study humanities and social sciences. It seeks 
to equip students with the critical skills and knowledge 
to excel in their professional careers and inspire them to 
make a meaningful contribution to society. 

Research and teaching and learning are the twin objectives 
that the Faculty regards as essential in enhancing its 
research profile and growing its postgraduate student 
cohort. Research in the Faculty covers a wide academic 
scope and the range of interdisciplinary Faculty Research 
Themes, included below, are platforms to connect the 
different research and expertise in the Faculty. Such 
linkages are also reflected in the diverse staff complement 
of the Faculty. The staff in the Faculty is academically 
and demographically diverse. The Faculty moreover has 
the appropriate support systems in place to facilitate 
and enhance research excellence and a research-active 
environment.

Students are important to the Faculty. They are the future 
academics and leaders in society. Their contribution to 
academic life as future researchers and to social well-
being is highly regarded in the Faculty. To assist them 
in becoming researchers and responsible citizens, the 
Faculty is proud to provide the necessary support systems 
and other appropriate initiatives to promote student 
success. 

Community engagement as one of the three core 
responsibilities of South African higher education is 
integrated as part of the Faculty academic project. In 
fulfilling this objective, the Faculty integrates aspirations 
of the communities it serves in its academic offerings and 
research outputs. 

www.up.ac.za



The  Faculty of Humanities currently has 229 permanent staff members, of which 170 are academic staff and 59 support staff.

• Furthermore, the Faculty is home to 4 773 undergraduate students and 1 641 postgraduate students which together
brings the total number of students to 6 414. The undergraduate –postgraduate spread of students reflects the national
student status and underwrites the importance of training future researchers.

• The  summary below of the registration figures over the past four years demonstrate the steady increase in student
numbers in the Faculty

Registrations
2011 2012 2013 16 September 2014

UG PG Total UG PG Total UG PG Total UG PG Total
Humanities 4572 1575 6147 4373 1614 5987 4615 1663 6278 4773 1641 6414
Grand Total 32618 14198 46816 32969 14501 47470 34991 14842 49833 35530 14851 50381

Priority research areas
There are  nine priority research areas in the Faculty of which the Capital Cities Project (CCP) is an Institutional Research 
Theme (IRT). The other eight are Faculty Research Themes (FRTs) and are:

The Human Economy Programme; Peace and Conflict; Southern Modernities; Visual Technologies: Critical Encounters; 
Enhancing the Well-being of Vulnerable Children; The Child and the Story; Ceramic Collections; and Access to Care. Brief 
summaries of the research themes follow below. 

1. Capital Cities: The Capital Cities Project is an exciting
and a new cross-faculty research project involving
researchers and postgraduate students from several
faculties within UP. The uniqueness of capital cities
in general and our capital city (Pretoria) in particular,
is researched from the viewpoint of a variety of
disciplines, including arts and language, architecture
and urban planning, social work, criminology, law,
history, drama, psychology, anthropology, political
science and economics.

2. Human Economy Project: This project is inter-
disciplinary globally, and its current participants have
backgrounds in Sociology, History, Anthropology,
Development Studies, Economics, and Education. The 
aims of the project are both academic (to build a body 
of research pertaining to the issue of nurturing and
expanding economic democracy, particularly in Africa 
and the global South) and practical (to communicate
these findings accessibly to a wider public in order
to support popular movements aimed at achieving
economic democracy).

3. Southern Modernities: The project launches a 
sustained programme of study of southern modes of 
modernity based upon exchange and debate between 
thinkers in the southern hemisphere. The concept 
of modernity is used relationally and comparatively 
to critically interrogate hierarchies that exist with 
relation to modernity. Models of modernity are 
structured to create aspirations of achievement 
among those that are perceived as not modern 
enough.  Such models are used to marginalise 
societies and modes of being. The aims of this 
project are to analyse and understand the 
debates, systems and mechanisms used to construct 
paradigms of hierarchies and hegemonies.

4. Enhancing the well-being of vulnerable children:
This project focuses on vulnerable children in various
resource-constrained environments in South Africa
and has a dual aim: First it has the programmatic
aim of (a) demonstrating that the humanities can
contribute substantially to progress in South Africa by 
fulfilling its practical aim, namely (b) to facilitate the
healthy development of children. Inputs to support
research methodology, as well as scientific support,
are therefore provided to serve the two main
objectives of the project.

5. Visual Technologies – Critical Encounters: This
is an innovative project that focuses on examining
the role and use of visual technologies in shaping
21st century perceptions of cultures and identities.
The permeation of technologies and media in the
quotidian exemplifies Marshall McLuhan’s idea of
technologies and media as extensions of the self. The
aims of this research  are to investigate vision, visuality 
and ocularcentrism in its technological dimensions
and will lead to both text-based and creative outputs.



6. Peace and Conflict: Specific research questions 
include the following: what influences have informed 
and shaped the most prominent peace-making 
approaches in Southern Africa? What has been the 
impact on affected communities/societies? What 
attitudes have affected communities displayed 
towards peace-making efforts and initiatives? How 
can we explain the psychology of peacemakers in 
Southern Africa’s conflicts? From what quarters has 
leadership emerged in the course of peace-making 
initiatives conducted in Southern Africa? Has South 
Africa provided leadership? And if so, how did it 
unfold? What was the role assumed by the African 
Union in these conflicts?

7. The Child and the Story: This Faculty research theme 
is designed to focus on children and narratives using 
interdisciplinary methodologies. It does not only 
focus on the acquisition of improved reading fluency 
but also on larger issues such as what children are 
given to read; which languages they read in, and the 
ideas and attributes promulgated in their stories. This 
project also aims to understand the status and place 
of oral traditions in children’s literature. In doing so, 
the project will further examine the ways in which 
narratives are used to address trauma experienced 
by children. How children respond to these stories 
through internalising or rejecting aspects of the 
narratives transmitted. 

8. Ceramic Collections: The University of Pretoria holds 
one of the largest (growing) collections of ceramics 
in South Africa, including a significant archaeological 
collection from the Kruger National Park and the 
World Heritage Site of Mapungubwe. This includes 
the development of a new specialist ceramic 
laboratory – the only one of its kind in Africa – as well 
as ethno archaeological research, which involves the 
study of modern potters in southern Africa to help 
understand how ceramics may have been made and 
used in the past.

9. Access to care: This FRT encompasses issues and 
questions of access to care in relation to human rights, 
political ideologies, policies, discrimination, inequities, 
barriers to care and the field of medical humanities. 
The FRT moreover , has an important applied focus 
on improving, facilitating and monitoring access to 
care in the various applied social and health sciences. 
This project therefore has obvious links with the 
Health Sciences and Engineering, Built Environment 
and IT faculties.

Further research areas in the Faculty
1. Strengthening the languages: The University of 

Pretoria offers courses in arguably one of the largest 
selection of languages in South Africa. In 2015 the 
Faculty will continue to vigorously pursue its current 
objective of significantly strengthening its language 
departments (largely in terms of research), so as to 
meaningfully contribute to the advancement and the  
appreciation of multilingualism at the University and 
nationally. In 2015, the Faculty will continue its efforts 
in raising funds for an endowed chair in furtherance 
of this objective.

2. Strengthening the Arts: The vast scope of the Arts 
in realising some of the attributes that the University 
prioritises is reason to support the strengthening of 
the Arts. The development of  innovative and critical 
thinking and the opportunities that inventive and 
resourceful teaching and learning methods present 
form part of the graduate and academic attributes 
that the Arts support.

3. Museum Studies and art preservation: 
In anticipation of the establishment of the proposed 
Art Gallery/Centre, the Faculty suggests the creation 
of an associate professorship or professorship in 
Museum Studies as well as an MA programme in 
Art Preservation/Conservation. Despite the fact 
that South Africa needs the skills and expertise in 
conservation, UP will be the only university in the 
country to offer this programme. 



Most significant achievements
Some of the Faculty’s  significant achievements over 
the recent period include occupying the 283rd position in 
the QS World University Ranking list. In 2013, Norwegian 
government funded the Centre for Mediation in Africa 
in the Department of Political Sciences with two grants 
totalling R7,3m. Professor Lorenzo Fioramonti also from the 
department of Political Sciences, was appointed the Chair in 
Regional Integration, Migration and Free Movement of 
People by UNESCO, in collaboration with the United Nations 
University. Prof De Wet Swanepoel and his team from 
Department of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, 
won the coveted  NSTF-BHP Billiton Award in the category 
for an outstanding contribution to science, engineering 
and technology through research leading to innovation in a 
corporate organisation or institution. This award recognised 

the potential of an innovative smartphone application 
– known as “hearScreen” – that provides an easy-to-use
and cost-effective solution for screening children and adults 
for hearing loss. Furthermore, a state-of-the-art language 
laboratory, consisting of three laboratories equipped 
with computers and language learning programmes, was 
established in 2013. A substantial donation to 
establish the proposed Art Gallery/Centre on the Hatfield 
campus was received. Prof Adelia Carstens, Director of the 
Unit for The Academic Literacy and Prof Elsabé Taljard from 
the Department of African Languages are two of the three 
project leaders for the development of higher education, 
based on a project plan put forward by the University of 
Pretoria and the University of Cape Town. The 
Department of Higher Education and Training has 
granted funding of R8m for this project.

Prof De Wet Swanepoel with the  
smartphone application ‹hearScreen›

Prof Lorenzo Fioramonti Prof Adelia Carstens and Prof Elsabé Taljard


